s dirde wonder rhar the Caiver Cadet attracted so nuch
stiention vhen itwvas noroduced i December 19390 Tt
had a factorv-guaranteed cruise speed of 120 miles per

Aour vhile emptving the fuel tank at «mlv +.2 gullons per
aour. wpecitic range was an incredible 28.5 miles ver gallon.
sther wo-place dirplanes of that era strugglec o achieve
80 mpn using the same T3-horseponver engine The oetite
Caget rapidly became America’s sweetheart. the darling of
rhe sportsiman pilot
The story of the Cuiver Cader began in 1938 when Xnight
‘ulver 'r. purchased rhe design “ights to the Monosportair-
raft and tornded ine Tarr Aireraft Company, which later
hecame Culver Aircraft, The purchase included retaining a
voing, seif-educated, and sccomplisned designer who would
rike an indelible mark on general aviation: Al Mooneyv. (Cul-
ve o aiso hired Al's brother, Art, as factory superintendent.
yne of Moonev's assignments was to design an airplaine
thetwouls ~ake advantage - ¢ the new 75-an flat-iour Con-
Crentad a-T7-3 envine tha manidhy cendered obsolescent
e smadl radial ergines hanad been -5 copudar i The A-
T3 engine was a faster uraing vession ¢ ohe 83-ap Cont-
(s '
re~nit vas the Moones-dest
i Moouner vooden wonder”™ . twas Moonev's
fesign, whio U he designated accoarding to s per

sonai st ot designs s 7he ‘.1-—12. Phe sirerire was pre-

Cadet also

& wood because metal vas i shoro supphs dur-
‘ng hat Q:‘:st{)eprc\ani‘.. Dre-vas er rom such aireralt
svonually came ihe iche cicioie o tongue ncveek

wouod abrplanes <o cgettor only decause the or-
Lare aolding hands.

Viccnev's
wooden wInder
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The Culver Cadet LCA made its
maiden flight on December 3, 1939,
and sold for $2,395. A later version, the
Model LFA, had an 80-hp Franklin
4AC-176-F3 engine, was equipped with
an electrical system and starter, and
cost $200 more.

Original Cadets were built in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, but the factory was
relocated to Wichita after being pur-
chased by Walter Beech and attorney
Charles Yankey.

A total of 359 Cadets were produced
from 1939 through early 1942. Produc-
tion ended so that the company could
concentrate on the war effort and the
building of thousands of drones to
serve as targets for antiaircraft prac-
tice. The significant differences be-
tween the Cadet and the Culver PQ-8
Drone were that the drones had tricy-
cle landing gear and were coated with
aluminum paint to make them better
radar targets.

Al and Art Mooney eventually form-
ed their own company, which is when
Al developed the single-place M-18
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Mooney Mite and the four-place
Mooney M-20, the progenitor of an
entire family of popular four-place
airplanes. (The 150-hp Mooney M-20
was the first four-place production
airplane capable of cruising at more
than one mph per hp.)

Carl Walston, whose airplane appears
on these pages. became enamored of
the Cadet when he was in grade school
but did not begin flying until years later
in 1961. At the time he lived in New
Canaan, Connecticut, was in the securi-
ties business, and wanted to use his own
airplane to travel from Wall Street to his
other offices in the Northeast. For this
he used a Cessna 310, a Piper Apache,
and an Aero Commander 500. He accu-
mulated 1,100 hours of flight time, in-
cluding 400 hours in sailplanes.

When Walston began planning his
retirement in Santa Barbara, Calitor-
nia, he decided that he would make a
dream come true by spending his care-
free hours aloft in a Culver Cader.
Although there were more than 100 on
the FAA's registry, Walston estimated

The clean lines of
the Culver Cadet are
apparent during this
approach into Santa
Paula Airport in
Southern California.

that only 20 or so were airworthy, and
none of these rare machines was for
sale. Realizing his dream would require
that he restore a basket case.

His search for a Cadet eventually led
him in 1995 to Wallkill, New York, where
he purchased N29398 (serial number
191) from a pilot’s widow. The airplane
originally had been built from scratch
and in its entirety in Wichita during the
week between Christmas and New
Year’s Eve, 1940. [t was now a collection
of bits and pieces.

When Walston’s wife, Mimi, saw her
husband’s purchase, she thought he was
nuts. [t reminded her of an oversize
model-airplane kit containing un-
countable balsa-wood parts. The air-
plane had no logbooks, no airworthiness
certificate, and had not flown since 1957.

Walston enlisted Carl Badgett of
Winsted, Connecticut, to do the fabric
and woodwork, and Mark Grusauski of
Wingworks in Canaan, Connecticut, to
do the metal and mechanical work.

The Cadet was restored as much as
possible to its original condition, but




