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T h e  C u l v e r  C a d e t  L C A  m a d e  i t s
m a i d e n  f l i g h t  o n  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 3 9 ,
and so ld  for  52,395.  A la ter  vers ion,  the
! l o d e l  L F A ,  h a d  a n  B 0 - h p  F r a n k l i n
4AC-176-F3 engine,  was equipped r ,v i th
a n  e l e c t r i c a l  s V s t e m  a n d  s t a r t e r ,  a n d
c o s t  5 2 0 0  m o r e .

O r i g i n a l  C a d e t s  l v e r e  b u i l t  i n  C o -
l u m b u s ,  O h i o ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t o r v  \ , v a s
r e l o c a t e d  t o  W i c h i t a  a f t e r  b e i n g  p u r -
chased  byWa l te r  Beech  and  a t t o rnev
Charles Yankey.

A total of 359 Cadets \,vere produced
f rom 1939 through ear lv  1942.  Produc-
t ion ended so that  the companv co l l ld
concent ra te  on the war  e f for t  anc l  the
b u i l d i n g  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d r o n e s  t o
se rve  as  t a rge t s  f o r  an t i a i r c ra f t  p rac -
t i c e .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e -
rween  the  Cade t  and  t he  cu l ve r  PQ-B
Drone lvere that  the drones had t r icv-
c le  land ing gear  and lvere coated u/ i th
a lum inu rn  pa in t  t o  make  then t  be t t e r
rada r  t a rge t s .

Al and ,\r t  Moonev eventual lv form-
ed their o\ ' \ 'n companv, 'uvhich is i ,vhen
A l  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  s i n g l e - p l a c e  M - 1 8
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N { o o n e v  N I i t e  a n d  t h e  f o u r - p l a c e
V l o o n e v  V I - 2 0 ,  t h e  p r o g e n i t o r  o f  a n
e n t i r e  i a m i l y  o f  p o p u l a r  f o u r - p l a c e
a i rp l anes .  (The  i 50 -hp  lV loonev  M-20
l v a s  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r - p l a c e  p r o d u c t i o n
a i r p l a n e  c a p a b l e  o f  c r u i s i n g  a t  m o r e
t h a n  o n e  n r p h  p e r  h p . )

Carl \ \hlston, n'hose airplane appears
o n  t h e s e  p a g e s ,  b e c a n t e  e n a m o r e c l  o f
the Cac le t ' ,vhen he 'uvas in  grar ie  school
but  d id  not  begin  f lv ing Lrnt i l  years  la ter
i n  1 9 6 1 .  A t  t h e  t i n r e  h e  l i v e d  i n  N e r v
Canaan,  Connect icut ,  was in  the secur i -
t ies business, and wanted to use i i is or,vn
airplane to travel from lVal l  Street to his
o the r  o f f i ces  i n  t he  No r theas t .  Fo r  t h i s
h e  u s e d  a  C e s s n a  3 1 0 ,  a  P i p e r  A p a c h e ,
and an Aero Commancier  500.  He accu-
mu la ted  1 ,100  hou rs  o f  f l i gh t  t i r ne ,  i n -
c l t r d i n g  4 0 0  h o u r s  i n  s a i l p l a n e s .

W h e n  l V a l s t o n  b e g a n  p l a n n i n g  h i s
r e t i r e m e n t  i n  S a n t a  B a r b a r a ,  C a l i f o r -
n i a ,  he  dec ided  t ha t  he  wou ld  n rake  a
drcam come t rue bv spending h is  care-
f r e e  h o u r s  a l o f t  i n  a  C u l v e r  C a d e t .
A l though there were rnore than 100 on
the  FA{ ' s  r eg i s t r y ,  Wa ls ton  es t ima ted

The clean l ines of
the Culver Cadet are
apparent during this
approach into Santa
Paula Airport in
Southern Cali fornia.

t ha t  on l v  20  o r  so  we re  a i r ' , vo r t hv ,  and
n o n e  o f  t h e s e  r a r e  m a c h i n e s  r v a s  f o r
sa le .  Real iz ing h is  dream lvou ld  requi re
that he restore er basket case.

His search for a Cadet eventual lv led
him in i995 to Wallki l l ,  Nerv York, r,vhere
h e  p u r c h a s e d  N 2 9 3 9 8  ( s e r i a l  n u r n b e r
191)  f rorn  a  p i io t 's  rv idorv .  The a i rp lane
oL ig ina l l y  hac i  been  bu i l t  f r on r  sc ra t c i r
and in  i ts  ent i rew in  Wich i ta  dur ing the
r v e e k  b e t l t ' e e n  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  N e w
Year's Eve, 1940. I t  rvas no\\r a col lect ion
of  b i ts  and p ieces.

When Wals ton 's  rv i fe ,  N l i rn i ,  saw her
husband's purchase, she thought he lvas
n u t s .  I t  r e m i n d e d  h e r  o f  a l t  o v e r s i z e
r n o d e l - a i r p l a n e  k i t  c o n t a i n i n g  u n -
c o u n t a b l e  b a l s a - r v o o d  p a r t s .  T h e  a i r -
plane had no logbooks, no ainvorthiness
cert i frcate, and had not f lown since 1957.

l V a l s t o n  e n l i s t e d  C a r l  B a d g e t t  o f
\ \ r ins ted,  Connect icut ,  to  do the fabr ic
and r,voodwork, and N{ark Grusauski of
Wing ivorks in  Canaan,  Connect icL l t ,  to
do the meta l  and nrechanica lwork .

The Cadet  was restored as ml rch as
p o s s i b l e  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  b u t


